Insurance provided by the Mineralogical Society for its members

This is a brief note to explain the insurance provided by the Mineralogical Society for its members.

The Mineralogical Society holds a combined Ancillary Policy with the Zurich Insurance Company with a limit of liability of £5 million. It is renewed annually and the next renewal date is 30 September 2015.

The insured party is ”The Geologists’ Association – Affiliated and Local Groups” and the Mineralogical Society is included as an affiliated group.

The policy includes two parts, Part E – Public and Products Liability with a limit of indemnity of £5 million and Part O – Personal Accident with cover limit of £500,000 to any one person and £2 million to any one incident. Under Part O only volunteers are included (in the policy), and these are defined in the policy as “all members of affiliated groups”.  

The public liability part of the policy is to cover accidental damage to third-party property and compensation for accidental injury to third parties where you are at fault, and it includes:

· legal costs

· cover for volunteers

· financial loss suffered by a third party as a result of a negligent or accidental error committed by a volunteer
The personal accident part of the policy provides compensation if a volunteer is injured or assaulted while on a society organised event and includes:

· accidents and assault

· official duties in connection with the society

The cover for volunteers is a capital sum of £10,000 and a weekly sum of £50.

Over the years that the policy has been in operation, responses to clarifications of the cover have confirmed that:

1. In addition to fully paid up members attending field trips or indoor meetings, non-members are included in the cover provided the names and details of the event attended are recorded. 

2. Field trips underground are included in the policy; and

3. The use of ropes and/or ladders on field trips is not included in the policy.

If you have any questions about the insurance policy please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kevin Murphy
